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As the deputies to the Constituent Assembly gathered
in the Tauride Palace they found all approaches closely
guarded by the Lettish Eiflemen and Red Guards. None
was allowed to enter without a pass. Dybenko, Commissar
for War, was taking no chances, machine-guns were
mounted on the house-tops, and the guards had been
supplemented by two thousand sailors drawn from Viborg
and Helsingfors. The precautions were justified. Demonstra-
tions for and against the Assembly filled the streets and
resulted in severe street fighting, which delayed the
Japanese Ambassador and the British Charge d'Affaires in
their arrival at the American Embassy, where a meeting of
the Chiefs of the Allied Missions was in progress. During this
discussion, which terminated in general agreement among
the diplomats not to attend the opening of the Assembly,
rifle-fire and the sounds of conflict could be heard con-
tinually.1

The Session, which had been due to open at noon, was,
in true Russian fashion, delayed until 4 P.M. There was
endless speculation as to possible eventualities. All expected
some drastic action by the Bolsheviks, and many had
brought with them candles and sandwiches lest they should
be called upon to stand a siege. " Thus democracy entered
upon its struggle with dictatorship heavily armed with
sandwiches and candles", commented Trotsky con-
temptuously.2

The first tilt took place at the very moment of the
opening. The Social Revolutionaries of the Right, as the
majority party, proposed the oldest member present, one
of their own number, Sergei Petrovitch Shevtsov, as tem-
porary presiding officer, but before he had time to do
more than ring his bell, Sverdlov, as President of the
Petrograd Soviet, took possession of the chair and, amid
cries of " Go wash your bloody hands, you murderer "

1 U.S. Foreign Relations, 1918 : Russia, i. 350-351.
2 Trotsky, Lenin, p.J4:9.